A Few (Near) Perfect "Products"

It seems that I am always
on the lookout for the
perfect cure, the perfect
remedy, for this issue here
or that problem over there.
And though through the
years [ have seldom if ever
actually found it, I still
have not completely lost
hope. Now and then a
new thing comes along
that actually seems to
come very close. At that
point I will again perk
up and take a closer
look, even knowing as I
do that just like in all
those eternal clinical and
university studies that
love to alternately tease
and then frustrate us,
some snag will eventu-
ally surface

come pretty close. Low
toxicity (plants, animals,
and humans), wide applica-
tion spectrum, easy to ap-
ply, and it works! It’s a
smothering agent that sig-
nificantly reduces over-

As seen in this conifer example, the

seems to work near-magic
when re-introduced into nu-
tritionally-deprived urban
soils. = The words means
“fungus roots” and refers to
the way this family of fungi
associates symbiotically with
plant roots all over the
world. Unfortunately, the
activities and projects and
“improvements” of men in
and on the natural envi-
ronment can very nearly
wipe out these beneficial
populations in the soil.
I’ve talked about these in
some previous newslet-
ters. So what’s relatively
new is our ability to re-
introduce living replace-
ment spores back into
abused needy soils.

third good idea is
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more a protocol than
a product. It’s the practice
of regular soil testing.
And the rationale for it is
simple: We can add and
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that time I have studied
and watched as proto-
cols and techniques and
products come and go.
Many will come in with a
flourish or some exuberant
fanfare and then sometime
later exit with a sputter or
more likely, just quietly
fade away, never to be
heard from again.

But there are also the
tried and true excep-
tions, the hangers-on by
virtue of their perennial
proven efficacy. In the area
of insect control on plants,
modern horticultural oil is
one of those “Old Faith-
fuls.” QOil boasts an impres-
sive list of features and de-
sirable benefits. So while
not perfect, it does seem to

wintering egg masses and
immature insect popula-
tions that can become prob-
lematic in the next growing
season. Well, you know, I
did say “almost perfect.”
Here’s what I consider a
small flaw. For good con-
trol, oil may or may not
require a follow-up of a
more aggressive “active”
insecticide later in the year,
depending on a lot of fac-
tors that can vary from year
to year.

ycorrhizal  spores
are another very old
“product.”  Actually my-
corrhizae is an ancient and
universal living fungal or-
ganism that very often

take away, supplement,
and modify much more intel-
ligently when we know what
we’re starting with. There-
fore, a current soil test is a
very good diagnostic tool for
effective and intelligent plant
care.

f only I could find just a

few more “As Good” ideas
in some of the other areas of
my life!

And here’s a summary for
busy readers who also care
about their landscape in-

vestments. Check out....

1. Horticultural Oils,
2. Mycorrhizal spores,

3. Soil Testing.




