Playing Ball

he following observations . . . or

should I call them life lessons . . .
were written into my journal back in
1998, before I was a grandfather. So now
that I am a grandfather, I sense a need to
take it out and read it again. And then
too, maybe it’s a good one to pass on. So
here goes . . .

“The subdued words of that

smiling. which there is a great price to pay. And

I’m pretty sure I’'m in the middle of one
of those steep payments right now, even
though God’s mercy is still laced all
through it. Independence! My time!
What a lie!

“In another minute as the conversation
came to a lull, Jack asked to be excused
for a bit. As he stood up from the table he
explained; ‘Joe asked me to play ball
with him. When he asks, I always play.’

“I thought I saw Allen Bowden, an old
high school acquaintance, in the burger

“At dinner with other

Now I realize that in real- friends last week, tears

: . itv I was not alwavs as came to Brad’s eyes line the other day and then.I hesita.ted
the in-store musak system memory of Very bru?ﬂy he had
my own looked right at me

somehow navigate through the commer-
cial background noise of this place and
tag me, piercing suddenly and sharply into
my heart. It’s one of those potent songs
that always somehow haunts me these
days. I can still hear it .. .and the cat’s
in the cradle.. . .and I want to be like you,
Dad. I want to be like you.’

but with no apparent
recognition. Behind
him in the line, I
hesitated in wonder-
ing amazement at
his carriage and the
remarkable lack of

father’s frequent reminder
to my brother and I when
we were young boys in
adult company: “Sit still.
Be quiet. Children are to be
seen and not heard.’
Though I am not quite sure

what part of that little anec- gray in his hair.
“Okay, hang on Fred! About to lose it, dote did it, something in Hey, pretty good
running out of shops, stores and public my words had elicited a genes, Allen!
places is getting to be too frequent and too sting from his own boy- “Then startled

painful a habit lately. The other night, on ~ hood memories.
the way home, when we went over to (our
friends’ house) to visit for a few minutes,
they were just finishing up their evening
meal. We had been talking there at the
table as the dishes were being cleared
when Joseph, their young eight year old
son came up and interrupted the flow of
conversation with a whisper into his
Dad’s ear. Jack smiled and nodded to his
son, who then walked out of the kitchen

again, I realized the
truth. No, he had
not recognized me.
It was not Allen at
all; it was his son
who looks just like
him. Startled? Oh yes, and on several
levels. Time flies . . . and then flies
away . . . like the summer grass.

“Yeah, I’d love to play ball!

“For me, later with my own
daughters, it was not ball,
but when some other little-
girl-request came to me, |
was frequently ‘busy.’
Now I realize that in reality | was not al-
ways as busy as I pretended. Instead I
was very often nothing more than thor-
oughly and pathetically selfish. It was an
ungodly and very unfatherly trait for

Why Do I Need a Soil Test?

o right off the bat I have to explain that

I really do not know how to accurately
fertilize their plants or their trees without
specific and up-to-
date information.
And much of that in-
formation will come
from a nutritional soil
analysis. This sort of

with each other and with plant function
(s) to impact vitality, growth, and inter-
nal defensive mechanisms.

n a previous newsletter a year ago, |

wrote a short article on plant fertiliza-
tion that included an emphasis on the
importance of soil testing. This diagnos-
tic element is a crucial one in the overall
equation of responsible plant care. In-
deed, it is so much so that, as Spring ap-
proaches, I feel the need of underscoring
again here and now a few ideas regard-

herefore, to fertil-
ize without a soil
test is to assume a lot
and is the rough equiva-
lent of “shooting in the
dark.” In some cases,

to fertilize without a soil test is to
assume a lot and is the rough
equivalent of “shooting in the
dark.”

ing its importance.

he voice on the other end of the

phone is making what is assumed to
be a simple, straight-forward and prudent
request. Just come on out and give me a
cost for fertilizing my trees. ['m sure
they need it.

report can provide information not only on
soil pH and the buffer pH, but it can also
identify the percentage of organic matter in
the soil, the cation exchange capacity
(CEC), and the levels of phosphorous, po-
tassium, calcium, and magnesium in the
soil. These last mineral catalyzers interact

that rather reckless practice can even be
counter productive. So when you are
walking around your yard on one of
these nice warm days and find yourself
thinking about perking things up, don’t
be tempted to get the cart before the
horse.
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